Some Thoughtful Questions

1. Outline the main characteristics of autism.

2. What is meant by a theory of mind?

3. Describe a problem that arises if you don’t have a theory of mind.
4. What was the aim of Baron-Cohen’s study?

5. Who were the three groups of children used as participants?

6. Why did the researchers ensure that the autistic children had the highest verbal mental age?

7. What was the independent variable in the study?

8. What was the dependent variable in the study?

9. Outline the Sally-Anne test.  (You can draw a picture of this if you like).

10. What was the belief question?

11. Describe the other three questions.

12. Describe the results of the study.

13. According to Baron-Cohen, why were the autistic children more likely to get the belief question wrong?

14. Outline a main strength of the experiment.

15. Outline a main weakness of the experiment.

