Some Perceptive Questions

1. Define Ethnocentrism

2. Define perception

3. Define depth perception

4. What is a depth cue?

5. Draw a picture which includes the depth cues of linear perspective, relative size, superimposition and texture gradient.
6. What was the aim of Deregowski’s study?

7. Why are cross-cultural approaches used to investigate a nature-nurture debate?
8. What anecdotal evidence does Deregowski come across which described how people in different cultures may have problems interpreting pictures?

9. Can you think of a weakness of this type of anecdotal evidence?

10. What are the IVs of Deregowski’s study?

11. What is the DV of Deregowski’s study?

12. Why do we refer to Deregowski’s experiments as natural (also called quasi) experiments?

13. In the study with the Hudson test pictures what are some of the non-Western tribal people unable to do?

14. What is a split type drawing?

15. What do you think is an advantage of a drawing in this split style?

16. Draw a hamster in the style of a split type drawing.

17. Give one piece of empirical evidence which shows that drawings are not a universal means of communication in all cultures.

18. If psychologists find some cultural universals of behaviour what does it tell us about that behaviour?

19. The paper by Deregowski on perception describes the trident test where children were asked to copy two figures: one was a normal picture of a trident (three pronged fork) and the other was an illusion. What was the difference in performance between the two-dimensional perceivers and the three-dimensional perceivers?

20. In his study, Deregowski considers explanations for the origins of split type drawings.  Briefly describe one of these explanations and give one criticism of it.

21. Explain how Deregowski may not have made the measurements fair for all cultures?

22. Are pictures a ‘lingua franca for inter-cultural communication’?  Explain your answer.
