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Some Captive Questions

1. What is the difference between language and communication?

2. Why was Washoe taught sign language rather than a spoken language?

3. What was the aim of the study?

4. What was the independent variable in the study?

5. What was the dependent variable in the study?

6. Why was the method used an example of a case study?

7. Why did the researchers choose American Sign Language?

8. Describe two of the training methods the researchers used to teach Washoe sign language.

9. What criteria did the researchers use to record whether Washoe had learned a sign?

10. How many signs could Washoe use after 22 months?

11. Outline one strength and one weakness of this case study method.

12. Describe one characteristic of language that Washoe could demonstrate.

13. Describe one characteristic of language that Washoe could not demonstrate.

14. In what ways do you think the study was unethical?

15. Can you think of any major changes to the study which could have improved it?

